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PROBLEM OF THE

AMERICAN TRAMP

HOW SHALL VAGRANCY EVIL BE CHECKED?

Laws of Various States Have Proved Unequal to the

Task—Elaborate System

for the Cure of Habitual

Idleness in Force on the Continent of Europe—Is
Striking Contrast to the Futile Efforts That Have
Been Made Here in the United States.

EW YORK.—The course of the
vagrant’s Ife I8 In & viclous clr-
cle. Btreet, purk bench, cheap
lodging house, courti, Jall, streel,

brake-besam, court, jall, cto.; wso It

goes, from month to month, from hand
to mouth, from cliy to elty, More ac.
curately stated, the vagrant's course
is aplral and downward, with accel
erated momentum toward demoraliza-
tion, disense and denth, Along his
rord are certaln “rescue stations”—
charitable socleties, misslons, curb-
stone  breadlines, Industrial  homes,
perdonul visitations in alcoholic wirds,

These are efforts to extend the help

Ing hand, to switch the vagrant from

the clreular track to the “stralght

nhead line.” Hul generally the mo
mentum Is too great. Fallures are re-
corded far In excess of even Imagined
suocesses  writes O, F. Lewls of the

Charity Organizatlon soclety In the

New York Times.

When we seek, by lmprisonment, to
deal with the Individual “vag,' what
do we find? Generally lneflfective, In-
adequate, unjust methods of punish-
ment, so futlle as to be ridiculous,
were they not so tragle. We find cor-
reatlonal methods In jall that, Instead
of correcting, debmse, methods as
vagrant me are the prisoners. We be.
leve that each man who I8 able
should econtribute his share of the
day's work, Nature abhors o vacuum,
and the community-in generil abhors
the constitutional fdler, If the drone
work not, nelther shall he sat,. We
belleve that erime should be punished
Vagrancy I8 & erlme under the law
Punishment s generally and neces
sarlly effected by the restraint of Iib
erty, within a penal Institation. Vag.
rants are linprisoned generally In jails
or ‘workhouses,

But how?

What are the conditions of Ameri.
can Jalla?

Do they check vagrancy?

Do they punish justly?

Do they reform?

N ANBWER has recently been

made public which Is a seathing
arralgnment of conditions in a great
majority of Amerlean county jalls, all
the more scathing and staggering be-
cause made after a careful investign-
tion by a committee of the National
Prison Congress, which does not seek
sensationallsm.  The following para-
graphs are almost random quotations
from the report:

“If the only or chief purpose of jalls
were to keep wild beasts In oages,
most of the jalls are well enough
udapted for this purpose. ., The
cnstomary mode of serving food s re-
voiting, demorallzing and often dan-
gerous to health, , . . Often we mukt
imagine bunk over bunk, in the same
cell or eage, crowded untll the horrors
of stench or suffocation are lndeseril-
able, . . . Under an®open jai) aystem
the filthiest, vilest prisoner punishes
or tortures those who have not yet
sunk to his level, . . . The very struoe-

“In Birmingham, Ala,, 240 men In 72
cells; 256 women In ten cells, , , ,
The inmates of jalls are chlefly of two
classes—those awalting trinl and con-
vieted misdemeanants, . . . The ordi-
nary term of convieted misdemean-
ants, vagrants and Inebriates I8 too
short for any sort of Industrial train.
Ing or systematle production. A care-
ful study of the situation In all parts
of the land has long ago driven many
to the conclusion that we must have
district labor colonles or workhouses
for those convicted of offenses, and
that the torm of degenerates must be
al lenst two years, |f we really Intend
to fit them for useful lves”

HE committee plainly shows that

under present conditions and laws
the county jall must provide for males
and femnles; children, youth and
adults; first offenders, habitual erimi-
nils, vagabonds, prostitutes; wit
nesaes held for their testimony; poor
debtors whose crime |8 thelr poverty;
Idiots, Imbeclles, Insane, eplleptics,
persone arrested on  suspicion, and
apoplectics whom (he saplent pollee.
man could not distinguish from drunk-
ards. All these, says the report, are
often under one roof and mansgement,
In a bullding so bullt that eries and
whispers travel along a corridor with
cages open at the side,

Now, what chance I8 thers In the
avernge iail for the reformation of the
imprisoned vagrant? We may think
that Juck London draws the long bow
In his pleturesque descriptions of life
on the road, but In his tale of lmpris
onment in the Erie county jall he
never wrote of such horrifying condi-
tons as are described by the report
of the committee, of which Prof
Charles R, Henderson of the Univer
sity of Chlengo was chalrman. What
chance, above all, has the detalned
witness or suspect, held in the jall for
his testimony, and innocent before the
law until he {s proven gullty? What
chance has he of not suffering con
tamination and gaining a hatred of so-
clety that will not die? In many coun.
ty jalls the only exercise “onjoyed”
by the prisoners {8 In & common large
room, with steel gruting separating it
from the surrounding corridors, and
called In jail parlance the “bull pen.”
A RE we not then In a wretched dl-

lemma, we who urge that the
viagrant recelve treatment that will
deter and reform? Shall we, know-
ing lail conditions, allow him to roam
at Inrge? But the vagrant habit I8 fos
tered by ldleness, mendicancy and the
absence of prosecution. Even as it 1s
the unwillingness of many pollee offi
clals  or maglstrales to prosecute
tramps I8 well known, When the
vagrant Is told to “get out of town or
be run In" he of course decamps, and
the town finances are spared, while
the neighboring community recelves
the shifted burden. Yet If the con
victed vagrant Is sent to jull he be

comes i sohree of econtamination to
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Table showing the prisoners committed in the United States for vagrancy
In 1804, the length of sentences,. and the percentages of commitments

for various periods.

ture of the ordinary jall is radically
wrong, and offends against the lpws of
haalth, Almost all the
from jadls record the dull,
ous, maddening tramp of prisoners
walking almlesaly up and down ithe
torridor. It Is the path of lunacs
Why not bave walled varde In the|
open alr, partly sheltered from raln
covered over with steel wire to pre
venl escape? Dut this plan I8 rarely
thought of Curd playing is the
universal resource for passing the dull
and anxlous waking hours.”

Many examples are given of excos
glve overcrowding.

raporis

mononton

other Inmates, and In addition he s
often glnd to hibernate or gpend a few
weoks where warmth, food, i{dleness
and the company of viclous fellows [s
hasured, Are we not often, by admin
Istering the law, condemning the YOg-
rant to further depths of degeneracy ?
What do the reports of chiefs ol po-
lHee show? The writer recently re-
ceived  oxtended reports from ji]
chiefs, representing as many differont
,  representative of large and

il municipalities The letters
showed that In most Instances Vg~
runts are committed to Jails, less fre
quently to workhouses, and in a few

— - - -
Instances to the penltentiary, Roston
Lowell and other Massachuse!ts towns
report sending some vagrants to 1L
state farm, where there In a
months' sontence, In these Jalls o
workhouses the Inbhor required, whe
there fs any, consists  generally
breaking stone In quarry or In I
yard, roadmaking, chalreaning, chal
making and farm work. This work Is
“on paper.” There s MMtle or no of
fort mnde to bring reformative Infl
ences to bear on those serving shot!
sentences or to teach a trade. Evel
At the Massachuseits stoate far
where the workhouse condliions are
far better than in most correctionnl
institutions where misdemeanants of
the vagrant or Inebriate class are con
fined, the Industries maintained seein
to he far more largely carried on as
sentences than a8 chances to enrn
a living,

ANY of the clties use the Bertilion

aystem of {dentification meuasure
ments,
“usunl queations,” another the “name
and address”—as though a vagran!
name and address would be of value'
What a contrast Is this to the elabor
ate Belgian system for the [dentifica
tion of vagrants, which centers In the
“casler centrale de vagabondage,” u
general {dentification bureau at Drur
80187 In Belglum the process of trying
an arrested vagrant is speedy and
thorough. As soon as the pollce arrest
A vagrant they communicate by tele
graph with Brussals, Within & few
hours there Is sent back from Brus
sels by telegraph a full description of
the vagrant and of his previous eareir,
If anything of the prisoner {8 on rec
ord. On the following morning the
magistrate, who Is a graduate of tho
unlversity, has before him sufMclent
material about this partieular vagrant

One chief reports asking the |

|<-|I vagrant [s sent to & malson da raft
ige. whioh, besides aciing as a kind
yf iim\lhrluw for the aged and handl
capped, werves somewhat as do the
voluntary colonles of Germany for
those wandersrs who at the time of
their eoming within the Jaw are unfit
through lgnorunce, [Nness or (nefclen-
ey to make thelr Hving
Thirdly, Balginm
that any Iarge proportion of Its vag-
rant population will  be
Most of the vagrants at Merxplas are
recldivists, repeaters, who have
reuched thelr present position through

does pot  expect

drink

Fourthly, Nelglum belleves that va-
grancy, being n soclal disease devel
oped ﬁ::n-.mh months and yeuars, can:
not b cured by 30 days of Idleness in
a domornlizing jall, The average term
of detentlon is 16 months, long enough
io offect u considerable cure, if cure
possible,
In Germany and in Switzerland the
irentment of the habitual vagrant Is
simllar to that prevalling In HBelgium.
There are 24 compulsory Iabor colo-
nles in Germany, the average length
of gontence being one year, Numerous
Industries ure carrled on and the cost
18 comparatively small. These work:
houses have diminished vagranoy,
while the 34 voluntary labor colonles,
"accommodating nearly 4,000 persons,
show no evidenca of any substantial
improvement resulting from the time
spent In the colonies, In Switzerland
there are several compulsory colonles,
the sentences being from six monthe
o tWo Years

Is

| HE Swies enlony of Witzwyl, which

Mr, Edmiond Kelly has recently de-
| seribed In detail in his book on “The
| Elimination of the Tramp," shows that
|in & certaln proportion of cases the
"{nmates committed to & compulsory

reformed. |

-.CHII:-D_RE.N WITHOUT SCHOOL.

Five Live on lsland In Ocean Off Mas
sachusetts Coast.

Hoston.—Alone on an Island In the
noean, with five ehildren to educate,
is the predicament in which the su-
preme court's decision leaves Henry
i1, Davis, the sole resident of "“No
Man’s Land.”

This fittle Island liex four miles
south of Martha's Vineyard. It s In
leluded in the town of Chilmark, and
Mr. Davis pays taxes on properiy as-
pessed at $7,000,

In 1904 he moved to the Island.
| His children are 4, 12, 17, 18 and 24
venrs old. The 12-year-old child is
the only one of whom attendance at
school Is legally regquired.

In its decision the court regretted
that the children should go unedu-
ented, but stated that the petitioner
emnnot expect the town to furnish and
maintain a school for his sole bene-
fit.

Had Mr. Davis' = petition been
granted, he would likely have had the
contract for erecting the school bhulld-
| fng, One of the scholars would have
been appointed janitor, and when a
graduate of the school became teach-
er the educational short elreult would
have been complete, In the town of
Chilmark there are several school
bulldings and a lbrary.

In answer to Mr. Davis' petition the
court sald: “The situntion of the pe-
titloner and his children is an unfor-
tunate one. The statute requires him
to cause at least one of them to at
tend school; he pays taxes to the
town to a considerable amount; there
nre no regular means of communica
tlon between the island upon which
he hns fixed his residence and the
maln island upon which the publie
| schools of the town are situated; com-
munication 1s often difficult and some-
times impossible. But we can pass
only upon the question of law ralsed
by the report. Petition dismissed.”

MAN BUYS WOMEN'S GLOVES.

4 | And Wears Them—Surprise for Girl

L/

number of sentences, 149,691,

to enable him to form an adequate
Judgment of the case,

Coupled with this carefulness and
completeness of investigation, regis.
tration, and adequacy of judgment Is
he Helglan systom for the punish-
ment of vagrants, which differs so es-
sentially from our opportunist meth-
Oods as to be staggering at first to con-
template,. We “bunch’” our vagrants
in Inw. In New York state the man
with no money, no work, and no visl-
Bble means of support I8 & viagrant.
'hat sueh n man I8 not often fuiled,
unless the ‘cuse (8 aggravated by
other factors, I8 not the fault of the
iw, 80 to speak, but is doue to the un-
willingness of maglstrates 1o commit
the unemployed homeless, or to the
Indifference of the authorities. Bt in
Belginum  the state of “no work, no
home, no money” |s not & crime, un-
less there Is added to that the state of
intentional idleness.

UT when Belglum does commit a
Vagrant, then woe to the liherly of
that vagrant for a long period! Con-
victlon Is 1o a depot de mendicite for
from two to seven years. The depot
de mendicite is at Merxplas, n great
Industrisl colony with accommodations
for about 5,000 prisoners. Here there
occurs a classificntlon, the worst ele-
ments belng at night placed In soli-
tary confinement and otherwise placed
under strict discipline. [Intensive |a-
bor Is carrled on, the work belng
graded according to the physical ablli-
ty of the individual inmates
The Belgian treatment of vagrants
brings out prominently several facts.
In the first placo, Belgium belleves In
getting vagrants off the sireets and
highways. Some vears ago the minls-
ter of justice declared that there was
no vagabondage In Belgium. This
statement needs Interpreting, There
Is probably fairly little wvagraney
along the highways, because every
vagrant must be apprebended and
made to show cause through his pa-
pers, or by the absence of a record at
Brussels, why he should not be sent to
the depot de mendiclte. The fact that
Merxplas contains about 5,000 |n-
mates, and that the average perlod of
detentlon Is 18 months, and that the
majority of the inmates are returned
to Merxplas for succeeding offenses
of vagrancy, shows thal vagrancy In
Belglum 18 not eradicated from the so-
clal body, but removed as much as

much as possible from society

ECONDLY, Helgium does not
gard all vagranis allke. If there
ure extenuating clroumstances, or if
the case of vagrancy seams the result
of physical Incapacily, the apwrebiend-

re-

PRISONERS COMMITTED IN THE UNITED STATES DURING 1904.

The table classifies the principal offe nees, showing total number of sen-
tences for each offense and perce ntage of cach class of offenses to total

labor colony do not reform und rejoin
the ranks of the Industrial army. A
trafned English f{ovestizgator stated
recently, regarding Witzwyl, that
there i= no doubl that the fact of hay.
Ing worked hard for n year or 18
months makes a man apt to get Into
the habit of working, nnd this is be
Heved to be the actuul result in
Switzerland.

What, then, shall we say regarding
the treatment of vagrancy in the Uni
ted States? Flirsl, that at present it
Is' thoroughly Inadequate As statis
tics and the necompunying d':'m:..'lmu
ghow, 67 per cant, of the commitments
to penal institutions are to county
Jalls and workhouses In  whick :1\;-
conditions orten  exeeptlonally
bad, Drunkenness Vagruncy and ‘
orderly conduct were responsible for
more than half the comiultnents dyir
Ing 1904 10 penal institutions in tha
Unlted Siates. For these thres of-
fenses the county fajls and work
houses, to which the lurie mnjority of
offenders aro committed, offep prie-
tically no reformative InNuences. For
more serlous orlmes, such ns burglary
robbery, assault, forgery, etoe,, tl|»;n;
are reformatories and slnte prisons, In
which latter institutlons Bonié reform
atory Influence s felt

are

dis-

HE sentences for VAgrancy are in

over 80 per cent of the cases for
8lx months or Jess, and the  largest
percentage of commitments I# whown
to be for less than npe month, No
cure for vagraucy can i had under
such conditions. New York state
lesds all other statos COuntry
in the number of |t cammitments .'-;r
vagrancy. The burden of VARTancy in
the United Stntes was repTes i.|--|-1 In
1804 by over 28000 commitments. be-
Ing about 20 per cent f all v-\;:.l:u!r-
ments  to
that year,
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| at Glove Counter.
|  New York—He sat at the women's
| glove counter in the department store
wpiting patiently until the struggling
' women buyers would release A sales
worman. Finally one came to him.
“l want a pair of tan gloves"
wild.
“For yoursell?" the girl inquired
“Certalnly,” he sald.
“Gents' gloves third counter to the
right,” she announced.

he

1| “1 know that,"” sald the man, “but

plense won't you let me buy them
here? You sce, I've got a small hand
and I can get a much better fit in
‘ women's gloves,"

“Certainly,” sald the salesgirl, and
| she brought out gloves and gloves un-
she found what he wanted.
“We never had a man buy his
gloves at this counter before,” she
sald in the Intervals of trying ongsbut
! I'm sure 1 don't see why more men
don't buy women's gloves. You can
| do ever Bo much better in the small
slzes, seven or under. Now, there you
have a perfect fitting glove, and 1
know they don't keep them that small
"&b the gents' counter here,”

“l learned the trick a long while
ago,"” suld the man as he walted for
| his change
#d it. She was a scpsible girl, and 1t
there were more ke her you would do
& big business with men here”

LOCK OF HAIR IS ESTATE,
Hamilton (0.) County Enriched That
Much by Caroner.
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turned over to the county Irensurer
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HORSE INFIRMAJ

1 At the old Oran Lewis corner, on S
ville road, Spanish Fork, Utah. X Splisk
Bene Spavins and Pipes of Festals remen
arn..rl-'. & Crippled and lame b
speciaity. X All arimals examined i
.-I'.f',e. Look well to your horses' testh,
[rom them come many discases,

let live" Is my meotto. J A BRO

What's the matter

with 1DAHO &
") Thousands of serrt i

been reclalmed to cultivation §
irrigation in that State duriy
the past 10 years Thouss
more will be reclaimed wilk
the next 10 years, Thismes
an opening for msaoy theu
of homes.

Have You Invesriaareo IDAHO!
It has been truthfolly tormed s

Land of Opportunitie

A Land of Homes

The Oregon Short Line Rallrosd G
will be pleased to send escriptive mb
ter rogarding Ldaha's resources,
to D. E. Burley, G P. A. or 1), 8 S

L1583 uneclalmed money [ound among |
the effeats of decensed persong {rom |
June 1, 1904, to June 1, 1907, Hesides
the money, several bushels of trinkets
Were turned over to Probate Court |
Malsbury, who will udminister |
the various estates, sell the viluables |
and turn the money over to the county |
treasurenr.
The property the probate court will
asked (o dispose of 1s worth prob
ably several hundred dollars. The
smallest estate conslsts of a Inck of
halr which was found on the body ot
an unknown white woman, Twno ]l.l'll.d-
nohe powders comprise another estnte,
There 18 one diamond ring of vilue
found on an unknown hody and sey.
“ral watches are of considernble villug
Elght estutes conslst of BEVET) (ruula_'
In all there were about 200 CUSOH,
Guorge Belouche, whose brutal mur
der aroused all of Cloelonati 1n O
tober of 1006, was one of thoss whose
relatives never clalmed his effecta
Belouche was killed by thieves and a
rod-het poker wns run through his
body at his home on Walnut Hills
Fen' dollars in gold and five cents wera
found In hig clothing, 1t is supposad
he murderers overlooked thls money
i the motive of the orime wus sni‘.j
¥ the pollce to have been robbery,

Tulge

he

State Line.

Frank Nickola o)
: who had & snloon on
2. Maryland Pennsylvania stiate line
and who wus wanted by hath ;
for selling liguoy without

taded at

He Straddied
Cumberland, Md

arrett county,
i)

Blutos
i llcenge, |
Onkland, Mq,, and |

Bullty
ed $200
vvndog]
I snnsvivania

Arrest by golng on
gide wheneyver the
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lde whon the Penny
lonked {n.

Aryvlnnd put horitte

i i
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nnce, and when the Papn-
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Best Bargain|

in reading natter thst youf
money can buy s your local p*
per. It keeps you posted o8 U
doings of the community.

This Paper

will tell you the things you wAst
to know in an entertaluing WATi
will glve you all the news of
community; fts every vislt
prove a pleasure; it glived more
than full value for the pri®
asked for it.




